IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 
TOMOKAZU NAKAMURA, ET AL. 
Application No.: 10/790,001 
Filed: March 2, 2004 



For: SHEET PROCESSING APPARATUS 

AND IMAGE FORMING APPARATUS : 
EQUIPPED WITH SAME ) 



Examiner: Unassigned 
Group Art Unit: Unassigned 



March 15,2004 



COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the enclosed Form PTO-1449. A copy of the listed Japanese 
reference is also enclosed. 

A concise explanation of relevance for the non-English document may be 
found at page 2 of the specification. 



CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that an initialed copy of the enclosed Form PTO-1449 be returned indicating that 
such information has been considered. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our Washington, D.C. 
office by telephone at (202) 530-1010. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Lawrence A. Stahl 
Registration No. 30,110 

FITZPATRICK, CELLA, HARPER & SCINTO 
30 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, New York 101 12-3801 
Facsimile: (212)218-2200 
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FORM PTO 1449 {modified) 

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFHCE 

LIST OF REFERENCES CITED BY APPLICANT(S) 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 

Submitted to the PTO: March 15, 2004 


ATTY DOCKET NO. 

03500.017945 


APPUCATION NO. 

10/790,001 


APPLICANT 

TOMOKAZU NAKAMURA, ET AL. 


FILING DATE GROUP 

March 2, 2004 Unassigned 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


♦EXAMINER 
INUlAk^ 




DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


nUNG DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






5,580,042 


12/03/1996 


Taniguro et al. 


271 


274 




MAR 1 201 




5,592,280 


01/07/1997 


Ishizuka et al. 


399 


410 








5,620,174 


04/15/1997 


Taniguro et al. 


271 


10/12 








5,999,760 


12/07/1999 


Suzuki et al. 


399 


45 








6,219,503 


04/17/2001 


Miyake et al. 


399 


85 








6,330,422 


12/11/2001 


Sato et al. 


399 


382 








6,371,472 


04/16/2002 


Miyake et al. 


270 


58.14 








6386,080 


05/14/2002 


Okamoto et al. 


83 


73 








6,398,214 


06/04/2002 


Moteki et al. 


271 


220 








2002/0129690 


09/19/2002 


Yaginuma et al. 


83 


628 








6,471,429 


10/29/2002 


Isobe et al. 


400 


582 








6,517,065 


02/11/2003 


Miyake et al. 


270 


58.09 








2003/0049063 


03/13/2003 


Suzuki et al. 


399 


407 








6,603,951 


08/05/2003 


Sato et al. 


399 


382 








2003/0168796 


09/11/2003 


Suzuki et al. 


270 


58.07 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 






DOCUMENT 
NUMBER 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


TRANSLATION 

YESmO/ 
OR ABSTRACT 






9-48545 


02/18/1997 


Japan 






Abstract 


OTHER DOCUMENT{S) (Including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc.) 








EXAMINER DATE CONSIDERED 



♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in confonnance and not considered. Include copy of this form 
with next communication to applicant 
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